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RESOLUTION

TO PROHIBIT MEDICAL MARIJUANA CULTIVATION,
PROCESSING, AND RETAIL DISTRIBUTION

WHEREAS, “Marijuana” has the same meaning as marihuana as defined
in section 3719.01

of the Ohio Revised Code (ORC). and “Medical marijuana” means
marijuana that is cultivated, processed, tested, possessed, or used for a
medical purpose; and

WHEREAS, House Bill (H.B.) 523 was signed into law by Ohio
Governor John Kasich and thereafter became

effective on September 9, 2016.which allows individuals with a qualifying
medical condition, on the recommendation of a physician, to apply to the
State, and upon approval of their application receive an identification card
allowing them to obtain, possess, and use medical marijuana for the
treatment of said condition; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to home rule authority found in Article XVIII of
the Constitution of the State of Ohio, and the ORC, municipalities have
the inherent power to enact planning, zoning and business regulation laws
that further the health, safety, welfare, comfort and peace of the citizens of
the municipality, including restricting, prohlbltmg and/or regulating
certain business uses; and

WHEREAS, ORC § 3796.29, enacted by H.B. 523, affirms that
municipalities may adopt restrictions, including prohibiting or limiting the
number of cultivators, processors, or retail dispensaries of medical
marijuana within their corporation limits; and

WHEREAS, medical marijuana is classified as a Schedule II controlled
substance under the Federal Controlled Substances Act, rendering it a
substance that is considered to have high potential for abuse; and

WHEREAS, by a resounding 65 to 34% margin, Ohioans defeated a




ballot measure to legalize recreational and medical marijuana in 2015; and

WHEREAS, according to a study of the states with legalized medical
marijuana from1999-2014, the National Institute of Health found higher
rates of recreational marijuana use and increased potency of illegal
marijuana *; and ‘

WHEREAS, The Rocky Mountain High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area
team conducted a review and found over a two year period that Colorado
patients, caregivers and dispensaries all had diverted medical marijuana
for illegal use in 23 states * ; and :

‘WHEREAS, while medical marijuana has been approved for over twenty
different health conditions, a review of more than 10,700 scientific studies
conducted by the National Academies of Science, Engineering, and
Medicine found verifiable benefits based on physician reports for only two
disorders—chronic pain and the nausea and vomiting caused by
chemotherapy ° ; and 2

WHEREAS, with the use of medical marijuana, memory impairment by
users is observed ¢, addiction disorders are observed °, and increase in
hospitalizations related to marijuana ¢ are observed; and

WHEREAS, leading officials like the Sheriff’, the METRICH
Commander *, the County Prosecutor >, Community Action for Capable
Youth (CACY) *, and leading clergymen from seventy congregations
throughout Richland County * have taken public positions opposing
medical marijuana coming into Richland County; and
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